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3.0 Nominal morphology 

3.1 Morphological structure 

Evenki is an agglutinating language. Morphemes are strictly ordered and easily divisible. It 
has extensive inflectional and derivational morphology. Roots are largely mono- or Di- 
syllabic; suffixes adhere to strict ordering. Words, including all suffixes, must conform to 
the principles of vowel harmony (§2.1.1) and adjacent consonants assimilate. 

All nominal categories (nouns, adjectives, pronouns and nominalized participles) may 
be morphologically marked for the grammatical categories of number, case, possession and 
forms of subjective evaluation. Note that Evenki lacks grammatical gender (e.g. nugan 
'he/she/it'). In the description of individual parts of speech, we will consider only those 
features specific to a given part of speech. 

3.1.1 Number 

Evenki distinguishes singular and plural numbers; the marking for the singular is a zero 
morpheme. The primary plural suffix is -/. It is joined directly to stems ending in a vowel. 
Adjectives form the plural as do nouns, as in the word 'good* aja ~ ajal. With stems 
which end in a consonant, the vowel -i is used to affix the morpheme to the base. An 
exception is nouns ending in the consonant -n: this -n is dropped and the plural morpheme 
-r is added instead of -/: 

Mfiffiis singular pjuxal Adjectives singular plural 

'mountain' uro urd-1 'good* aja aja-l 

'net' adil adil-i-l 'pretty* gu&j gvfr-i-1 

'deer* oron oro~r 'white* bagdarin bagdari-r 
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Participles singular dural 

'one who is coming' ama-ja-ri: ama-$ari:-l (present participle) 

'one who has sung' hags: -da; haga:-€a:~l (past participle) 

A small group of exceptions is constituted mostly by kinship terms and other terms to 
refer to people. These nouns form a plural in -sal (dial, -Hal), as in bajan - bajasal 'rich 
person*; jtami: ~jiami:sal 'lead deer'; sama:n ~ sama.sal; 'shaman'; a plan ~ aplasal 
'meadow'; asi: ~ asa:l 'woman'. The suffixes -til and -nil also occur with kinship terms: 
ami: -* amtil 'father'; ajii: ~ antil 'mother*; aki: ~ aknil 'older brother'; ski: - aktil 'older 
sister'; nakun ~ naknil 'younger brother or sister*. 

Last, the numerals and a small number of nouns with a collective meaning do not form 
a grammatical plural: hulikta 'dried meat'; kukra 'meat, cooked and dried and cut into small 
pieces'; tamnaksa 'cloud'; silaksa 'dew'; imanna 'snow'; sa.ksa 'blood*, and a few 
others. Numerals do require that dependent arguments be marked in the plural (as in ilan 
mo:-l 'three trees'). 

Pronouns show some additional characteristics in forming the plural. The 1st and 2nd 
person personal pronouns form the plural by means of suppletion: 

.singular. pjmaL 



1st person bi: bu: (exclusive) 

2nd person si: su: 



The third person pronoun forms the plural according to the model of stems with a final -n 
plus the suffix -tin: 3rd sg. nunan ~ 3rd pi. nuga-r-tin. The reflexive pronouns formed 
from the stem man- follow analogous plural morphology, as in the reflexive pronoun 'self 
sg. ma:n-mi: t pi. ma:-r-par and the reflexive possessive 'own' sg. ma:n-ni:-pi:, pi. ma:-r- 
$i:-par, etc. 

3.1.2 Case 

Evenki is traditionally defined as having 13 cases, although there is dialectical variation in 
the number of cases. The Evenki cases can be divided into core cases versus peripheral 
cases Some cases (the nominative, accusative, accusative indefinite, dative, instrumental 
and locative) are used more frequently and are less subject to dialectical variation than 
others (the allative, prolative, ablative, elative, allative-locative, allative-prolative and 
comitative). 2 In some dialects, certain cases may used with a broader range of functions, or 
alternate suffixes may be used. (For example, there is widespread dialectical variation in the 
comitative case;many dialects do not use the allative-locative and the allative-prolative cases; 
the Yergobochen dialect is reported to have the use of a second elative in -lak-\ see 
Vasilevich 1948.) We summarize the most basic of the case uses in the literary language 
here. 

The case suffixes are subject to the regular rules of vowel harmony and show further 
morphophonemic alternations, depending upon the final consonant of the stem. The 
distribution of allomorphs is determined by voicing assimilation, or assimilation to a 
preceding nasal consonant: 



2 Nedjalkov (1997: 142) labels some cases somewhat differently: his Allative corresponds to our Locative 
•IV) and his Locativc-allative to our Allative {-tki). 
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Table 3. Case 


Case 


Vowel 




STEM TYPE 
Consonants 






voiced 


voiceless 


-m, -n, -n 


NOM 














ACC* 


-pa/-pa/-po 
-jaAjaAjo 

-du: 

-t 

-la:/la:/-lo: 

-tki: 

-li: 

-duk 

-kla:/-kla:/-klo: 

-kH: 

-nu:n/-jiu:n 


-pa/-pa/-po 

-ja/-ja/-jo 

-du: 

-i-t 

dula:/dula: 

-tiki: 

-duli: 

-duk 

-i-kla:/-i-kla:/-i-klo: 

-i-kli: 

-nu:n/-jiu:n 


-pa/-pa/-po 
-jaAjaAjo 

-tu: 

-it 

-tula:/-tula: 

-tiki: 

-tuli: 

-tuk 

-ki:t 

-i-kla:/-i-kla:/-i-klo: 

-i-kli: 

-nu:n/-/iu:n 


-ma/-ma/-mo 


ACC 
INDEF* 


-jaAjaAjo 
(-a/-a/-o aftcf n) 


DAT 


-du: 


INSTR 


-Si 


LOC 


-dula: 


ALL 


-tiki: 


PROL 


-duli: 


ABL 


-duk 


ELA 


-gis 


ALL-LOC* 


-i-kla:/-i-kl»::/ 


ALL-PRO* 


-i-kli: ikl0 


COM 


-nu:n/-jiu:n 



*after the plural ending, the accusative case usually takes the form (-ba/-ba/-bo) and the accusative 

indefinite (-*/- 9l- o) 

Tthese cases are rarely used in modem Evenki 

The nominative case (0) signals the subject of the clause. The accusative (-pV), in 
addition to signaling the direct object, is used for measurements, as of time, space or 
quantity: 



( 1 ) Akin-mi: min-du: tunna-pa 
father-POSS. iSG 1SG-DAT five-ACC 
'My father gave me five female deer.* 

(2) bu: dolboni:-pa hapal-$a-£a: -pun . 
lPL.ex night-ACC work-IMPF-PST-lPL 
'We worked all night.' 



In some dialects, verbs of speech govern the accusative case: 

(3) hi: asi.-pa a;ri-/n. 

ISG woman-ACC call-lSG 
Tcall the woman/ 



jiami: -pa ani: -ra -n. 

female.deer-ACC give-AOR-3SG 



The accusative can be contrasted to the accusative indefinite (-j V), which signals an 
unknown or indefinite direct object. It is also often used to mark the direct objects of 
negated transitive verbs. Use of the accusative indefinite is illustrated in (4), which shows 
it for a non-specific direct object: 
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(4) fcpgz'-jo garni:, aja bi-mte. 
food-ACCINDEF take good be-COND 
'It would be good to get some (any) food/ 

There is a correlation between use of the accusative indefinite and certain verbal categories: 
the accusative indefinite is most frequently found with predicates in the imperative, the 
future indicative, or with negated verbs. In particular the accusative indefinite is widely 
found in conjunction with the negative adverb a:£in 'is not 1 : 

(5) agi: -du: Qina-ja a:bin e:kun ajan bi-fc$d: -n. 
taiga-DAT dog-ACC.lNDEF nothing what good be-FUT. l -3SG 
'Nothing good will come of being in the taiga without a dog/ 

For further discussion of the use of the accusative indefinite with negation, see §3.3. 

The dative (-du:-) serves a number of functions. It is used to signal the indirect object: 

(6) 



nugartin bdjdtkd:n-du: 


oron-mo 


ani:-ra-0. 


3PL boy-DAT 


deer-ACC 


give-AOR-3PL 


They gave the boy a deer.* 







It is also used to signal the location of something, as seen in example (5), with ayi:-du: 'in 
the taiga*. This is one of the most frequently used functions of the dative case. 

The dative is also used to signal possession, with the possessor in the dative case, and 
the possessed in the nominative. This is illustrated in (7): 

(7) bdjdtk9:n-du: kniga bisi-n. 
boy-DAT book be-3SG 
'The boy has a book' 

Furthermore, the dative case is used for the time when an event or action occurs: 

(8) 9t jugani: -du: bi: am-ti:l-dula: -pi: iramz: Saga: -p. 
this summer-DAT 1SG parent-PL-LOC-POSS.lSG go.visit-FUT.MSG 
'This summer I will go visit my parents.* 

The agent in a passive construction is marked in the dative: 

(9) jiaks: bojumimni:-du: japa-p-da: 
sable hunter-DAT catch-PASS-P.ANT 
'The sable was caught by the hunter* 

The instrumental (-/) signals the instrument used in performing an action (10); it is 
also used to signal means of transportation (11): 

( 10) si: tara bsr-i-t-pi: garpa-kal 

2SG that gun-INST-REFL shoot-FUT.IMPR.2SG 
'Shoot that one with your gun.* 

(11) asi: ki(jn3:-l-$i ami:n-dula:-pi: is-da:-n 
woman ski-PL-ENST father-LOC-POSS go-PST-3SG 
'The woman on skis went up to her father.' 

It also used for the object of exchange, although the prolative case is more frequent here: 
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(12) oron-ji-pi: palatka-pa $ug9t-te:-p 
deer-lNST-POSS tent-ACC exchange-PST- 1 SG 
*I exchanged a tent for his deer.* 

The locative (-IV) case signals motion directed toward a point, or the endpoint or limit 
of a motion event (translated into English as 'up to' or *as far as'): 

(13) sulaki: bira-la: op-ra-n 
fox river-LOC go-AOR-3SG 
"The fox went down to the river.' 

The locative is also used when the goal of the motion is the addressee (i.e. the addressee's 
location): 

(14) ka, huto, girki-ls: -fit: tuksa-maldo: ~kal 
INTER child friend-LOC-POSS run-QA-FUT.IMPR,2SG 
'Well, child, run quickly to your friend.' 

The locative is also used to signal the time period during which an action occurs: 

(15) ilan be;ga-l-dula: hapa:-pa ste-na/t-i-t 
three month-PL-LOC work-ACC finish-DEB-lPL.in 
*We are supposed to finish the work in three months.' 

In some folkloric texts, the locative is used with speech verbs to indicate the addressee. The 
literary language uses the allative case here: 

(16) Kadarda:n gutid-ri: ulguds:n-i-pki: ami: -n-dula: -pi: 
Kadarchan say-P.SIM tell-P.HABT father-POSS.3SG-LOC-POSS 
Kadarchan, as he is called, is telling his father [a story].' 

The locative case can be contrasted with the allative (-tki:): whereas the locative case 
is used to specify the goal, the particular endpoint of the motion event, the allative is used 
to signal the place toward which the motion is directed. That is, the locative specifies a 
point, while the allative signals a direction, as determined by the overall location of the 
goal. (A similar contrast is found in English to versus toward.) 

(17) tirgaka.kin bira-tki: ollo-mo: -sin-a-p 
noon river- ALL fish-GO-lNCEP- 1 FLex 
*At noon we went to the river to fish.' 

In the majority of dialects, the allative may also be used for the addressee with certain 
speech verbs (such as gun- 'speak*; tepkd- 'shout'): 

(18) girki-tki: pi: tara -pa gu: -kol 
friend-ALL-POSS.REFL this-ACC say-FUT.IMPR,2SG 
'Tell your friend this.' 

In most dialects, however, the dative is more frequently used than the allative with speech 
verbs. This is true of the literary language, which does not permit the allative with these 
verbs. 

The prolative (-duli:) has a number of diverse functions: It signals the place along 
which or through which a motion takes place (19); it marks an item which is given or used 
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in exchange for something else (20); and it is used to signal the time period after which an 
action will be completed (21): 

(19) Oro-r hoktocon-duli; hukti-$a-te:-tin. 
deer-PL path-PROL run-lMPF-PST-3PL 
'Deer were running along the path.' 

(20) nonon jiaka:-li: oron-mo bw-nki-tin. 
formerly sable-PROL deer-ACC give-DPST-3PL 
'They used to give a deer (in exchange) for a sable.' 

(21) bi: nadalla:-li: mu£u:-$ina:-p. 

J SG seven.day-PROL return-FUT I- 1 SG 
4 I will return after seven days.' 

In addition, the prolative case is also used to signal the meaning 'about* as in 'to speak 
about someone or something': 

(22) nunan girki:~li:-pi: ulguda:n-ja-ra-n 

3SG friend-PROL-POSS tell.story-iMPF-AOR-3SG 
'He is talking about his friend.' 

The ablative (-duk) is used to signal the source of an event or motion. This means that 
it may be used for the person from whom something is taken, or the place from which 
something is taken: 

(23) kanaka: ~r bira-duk ama-ra-0. 
child-PL river-ABL come-AOR-3PL 
The children came from the river.' 

It is also used with a temporal meaning, again of source, to signal the time which names the 
beginning of an action (24); to signal the material which is used for making something (25); 
in comparative constructions for the object of comparison (26); and it is also used for the 
object which is the cause of an action or state (27): 

(24) bolojii; -duk bi: agi:-la: bulta-na:~nna-m. 
fall-ABL 1 SG taiga-LOC hunt-GO-A. HABT- 1 SG 
'From the beginning of the fall, I would go to the taiga to hunt.' 

(25) akin-mi: me:ta-duk kumala:n-ma ulli-ra~n. 
sister-POSS. l SG fur.from.head-ABL kumalan-ACC sew-AOR-3SG 
'My sister sewed a "kumalan" fur rug from the furs of deer heads.' 

(26) murin ocon-duk gugda-tmar. 
horse deer-ABL tall-COMP 
*A horse is taller than a deer.' 

(27) cigda -duk bira m u: da: -ca -n. 
rain-ABL river flood-AOR-3SG 
"The river flooded from the rain.* 
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The dative (-gi:t) case signals the source of an action or event, i.e., the place, thing or 
person from whose direction something happens, is heard, etc.: 

(28) ginakin gogon-i-n ur9-gi:t do:ldi-p-$a~ra-n. 

dog bark-POSS.3SG mountain-ELA hear-PASS-IMPF-AOR-3SG 

"The dog's barking is heard from the mountain. 1 

The allative-locative (-Jfc/V:) and the allative-prolative (-kit:) are extremely 
limited in use and distribution and are not found at all in some dialects. The allative-iocative 
is used for the object or reference point near which or in whose direction the action take* 
place: 

(29) agnaka.n samgin-i-kla togo-ro-n. 
fawn smoke.pot-ALL.LOC lie-AOR-3SG 
'The fawn laid down across from the smoke pot/ 

The allative-prolative is used to signal the object along which, or along whose edge, 
something happens: 

(30) su: ura-kti: nulgi-tellu. 

2PL mountain-AlXPROL move-FUT.iMPR.2PL 

'Move along the mountain!* 

The comitative (-nu;n) is used to signal the person or being together with whom the 
action takes place: 

(31) jtami: dgnaka.n-nv.n bira -pa dap-$a -ta -0. 
female.deer fawn-COM river-ACC cross-lMPR-AOR-3SG 
'The she-deer crosses the river with the fawn.* 

(32) hi: akin-nwn-mi: tepte:~m. 

1SG sister-COM-REFL.SG collect.berries-ISG 

4 I went with my sister to pick berries.* 

The comitative most frequently conjoins two subject NPs. It may also conjoin two direct 
objects, in which case the second, conjoined NP may or may not have overt accusative case 
marking. Because it can be combined with the accusative, it has been argued that the 
comitative is not a bona fide case in Evenki: no other "cases'* permit more than one case in 
the same word (see especially Kilby 1980). However, in spontaneous speech it rarely co- 
occurs with any case marking, even when used with a direct object NP. 

3.1.3 Relator nouns 

The meaning of the cases can be expressed by means of relator nouns (often somewhat 
misleadingly called postpositions). As a general rule, these relator nouns signal spatial 
relations. In these constructions, the head noun does not take case affixes. Relator nouns 
are formed from nouns which signal a locator or direction relative to some object (another 
noun); among the most frequent in Evenki are the following: 



amar 


'back' 


daga 


'proximity* 


iuls 


'in front of 


goro 


'distance' 


antuda: 


'right side* 


do: 


'inner part* 


frginrpda: 


'left side' 


hztgidd: 


'lower part* 


ojo 


'up' 


solo.ki: 


'up along the river current* 


horgi 


'down' 


djd.ki: 


'down along the river current* 
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3.2 Nouns 

Evenki nouns are inflected for number, possession and case. There is no grammatical 
gender. Derivational morphemes follow the stem and precede inflectional morphemes. 
Evenki nominal inflectional morphemes follow strict ordering: 

[stem] - [deriv.] - [indirect poss.] - [number] - [case] - [inalienable poss.] - [personal/reflexive poss.) 

Evenki has a rich system of derivational morphology; what follows are only some of 
the most frequent productive affixes used to derive nouns: 

Derivational morphemes for substantive stems: 

1 . -ks*/~ks3/-kso is used to create nouns for animal fur: jiaita.-ltsa 'sable fur'; 

2. -ruk/'luk is used to create the names of various receptacles, formed from the noun 
signifying the article(s) to be contained: damga-ruk 'tobacco pouch*; inma-ruk 'needle 
holder*; 

3. -ma:n/-m9:n/-mo:n creates the names of people who are characterized by certain 
passions or predilections: ulh-ma.n 'fish lover'; asi:-ma:n 'womanizer'; 

4. -tka:n/-tka;n/-tko:n creates names of children and young animals: bzja-tte.n 'boy'; 
homoti:-tka:n 'bear cub'; uluki:-tka:n 'young squirrel'; 

5. -sag/-sag/-kag/-kdg/~g forms collective nouns: gu.te 'house' - gu:te~sag 'village*; 
dalban *birch* - $albu-ka:g 'birch grove'; 

6. -ga:t/-09:t/-Qo:t forms nouns according to their purpose, as in: asi:-ga:t 'future wife'; 
kokollo-fjo.t 'material for sleeves*. 

Derivational morphemes for verbal stems (used to create nouns): 

1 . -ki:t is used to name the place where an action always takes place, or where it occurs at 
the moment of speech: bi-ki;t 'living place* (from the verbal stem hi- 'be, live*); mo:laki:t 
'place for preparing firewood' (from mo:la- 'prepare firewood*); 

2. •$a:k/-fc:k/-So:k forms words for place names with past significance: nalki-fr.k 
'former stopping place in the spring' (from the root nalki- 'spend springtime*); 
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more X, as in aja-rgu: 'the one who is better*, or adari-rgu: 'the one who is younger*. 
With nouns it singles out a distinguishing feature or the base noun which defines the 
referent {asi:~rgu: 'the one who is a woman*), and with pronouns specifies the referent by 
person features (nuga-rgu: 'the one who is he*). 

3*4.4 Superlative degree 

The suffix -tku: (or its allomorph -digit: ~ -diyu: y which is found after consonantal stems) 
is used to form the superlative degree of adjectives: hogdi-tku: 'the tallest'; gonim-digu: 'the 
longest*. 

An even higher degree of the adjectival quality can be signaled analytically, with the 
noun upkat *all* in the ablative case (upkat-tuk) used in conjunction with the comparative 
form of the adjective in - Vr, or without the comparative form: 

upkat-tuk gugda-tmar upkat-tuk nonim 

all-ABL tall-COMP all-ABL long 

'tallest of all* 'longest of all' 

Finally, it should be noted that a high degree of the qualified adjective can be expressed by 
use of the adverb so: 'very' as in so: goropti 'very old'. 

3.5 Pronouns 

There are eight morphological classes of pronouns in Evenki: the personal, reflexive, 
determinative, possessive, deictic, interrogative, indefinite and the negative pronouns. 

3.5.1 Personal pronouns 

Evenki distinguishes singular and plural in the personal pronouns, and distinguishes a 1st 
person inclusive and exclusive in the plural. The personal pronouns decline as do other 
nominal categories, although the 1st person singular and plural exclusive use a suppletive 
stem (min-) in the oblique cases, as do the 2nd person singular (oblique stem is sin-) and 
the 2nd person plural (sun-). In the 2nd persons stem-final -n is lost in the nominative case. 
The personal pronouns do not form an accusative indefinite, which is pragmatically 
infelicitous in the personal pronouns. 

Table 6. Personal Pronouns 





Singular 


Plural 


1st 


bi: 


Istexcl. bu: 
Istincl. mk 


2nd 


si: 


2nd su: 


3rd 


nunan 


3rd nunartin 



Personal pronouns are negated with the negative a: din. Two differents types of 
constructions can be identified: mina ~ mininj9 a: din 'without me*; sins ~ sininjs a: din 
'without yousc'i nunana ~ nunaninja a: din 'without her/him'; muna - miuninjo a:£ir 
'without uscxci*; mitja ~ mitinjg a:dir 'without usjud*; suns ~ suninjs a:6ir 'without youpL*; 
nunara ~ nunaninja a:£ir 'without them*. In addition, the following forms are used: bi: 
a:6indu:p *in my absence'; si: a:tindu:s 'in yoursG absence*; nunan a:6indu:n 'in his/her 
absence'; bu: a:dirdu:fiun *in our eX cl absence'; mit *:6irdu:t 'in ourj nC ] absence*; su: 
a:dirdu:sun 'in yourpt absence'; nunartin a: Urdu: tin 'in their absence*. 

(Romanova and Myreeva 1964: 36). Both these interpretations overlook its widespread uses with other parts 
of speech, which can be united in terms of its pragmatic function as stated here. 
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The declension of personal pronouns is summarized in Table 7; the 2nd person singulnr 
si:, sin- declines as the 1st person singular bi:, min-> and the 2nd person plural su: t sun- 
declines as the 1st person plural exclusive bu.\ mun-, so their paradigms are omitted here: 

Table 7. Personal Pronouns 





1st singular 


1st plural 
exclusive 


1st plural 
inclusive 


NOMINATIVE 


bi: 


bu: 


mit 


ACCUSATIVE 


mind 
(mindpa) 


muna 
(munapa) 


mitpa 


ACC-INDEFINITE 













DATIVE 


mindu: 


mundu: 


mittu: 


INSTRUMENTAL 


minji 


munji 


mitit 


LOCATIVE 


mindula: 


mundula: 


mittula: 


DIRECTIVE 


mintiki: 


muntiki: 


mittiki: 


PROLATTVE 


minduli: 


munduli: 


mittu li: 


ABLATIVE 


minduk 


munduk 


mittuk 


ELATTVE 


minnit 


mun nit 


mitkit 


ALL-LOCATIVE 


minikla:* 


munikla: 


miukla: 


ALL-PROLATTVE 


minikli:* 


munikli: 


mitikli: 


COMTTATTVE 


minnu:n 


munnu:n 


mitnu:n 



Personal Pronouns, continued 





3rd singular 


3rd plural 


NOMINATIVE 


nunan 


nunartin 


ACCUSATIVE 


nunanma:n 


nunarpatin 


ACC-INDEFINITE 


DATIVE 


nunandu:n 


nunardu:tin 


INSTRUMENTAL 


nunanjin 


nunarjiun 


LOCATIVE 


nunandula:n 


nunardulartin 


DIRECTIVE 


nunamiki:n 


nunarttki tin 


PROLATTVE 


nunanduli:n 


nunarduli:tin 


ABLATIVE 


nunandukin 


nunarduktin 


ELATTVE 


nunannidin 


nunargijitin 


ALL-LOCATIVE 


nunanikla:n 


nunariklartin 


ALL-PROLATTVE 


nunanikli:n 


nunariklitin 


COMITATIVE 


nunannu:n 


nunarnurntin 



3.5.2 Reflexive pronouns 

There are three types of reflexive pronouns in Evenki, formed from the base ntd.n- 'self. 
Reflexive pronouns are formed with the reflexive endings and have the singular form 
ma.nmi: and the plural form ma.rpar. They do not distinguish person but do decline. The 
antecedent of the reflexive pronoun is the subject of the clause which contains the reflexive 
The accusative case of these pronouns is a zero morpheme (ma:nmi: sg and* roa/r/tersc); 
other case morphemes precede the reflexive suffix (e.g. dative: md:ndu:mi: sg). 
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Numerals indicating repetition are formed with the suffix -ra/ra: umno 'one time'; ju:ra 
'two times'; ilara 'three times'. Numerals indicating multiple layers are formed with the 
suffix -ma:nl-ma:n: umunma.n 'one layer* \$u:rm9:n 'two layers'; ilanma:n 'three layers'; 
diginms:n 'four layers*. 

4.0 Morphology of verbs 

The Evenki verb is morphologically marked for tense, mood, aspect, voice, person and 
number. Only finite verbs are marked for tense and mood; all other categories are found in 
nonfmite verbs, converbs and participles. Morphemes follow a strict order: 

stem -voice -aspect -mood -tense -person/number 

Evenki lacks an infinitive form of the verb. The citation form of the verb usually given in 
dictionaries and grammars is with the suffix -mi.\ which is used to form deverbal nouns: 
for example, with the imperfective suffix: bi-39-mf: 'living'; 'life'; duku-fr-mi: 'writing'. 
(The impersonal conditional convert) is also formed with the suffix -mi:; see §4.8.) 

4.1 Word formation 

There is a rich system of derivational suffixes used to derive verbs from nominal stems. 
The following list includes only productive morphemes which can derive new forms: 

I . -ma:-/-ffl3:7-/no;- forms verbs with the meaning 'to go fetch someone/something', as 
in boju-ma:- 'go hunt for moose'; ollo-mo:- 'go fishing'. As these examples suggest, 
verbs of this type are formed from nouns which denote animals and fish. 

2a. -la:-/-lo:-/-lo:- forms verbs with the meaning 'to go for someone/something*, as in 
mo:-la:- 'go for wood'; hilti-la:- *go for piece of rotten wood'; asi:-la:~ 'get married' [lit. 
'go after a woman']. Verbs formed with this suffix are close in meaning to those in the 
suffix -mV;- suffix (1) above, with a difference in the base noun as well as in the suffix. 
2b. -la: -/-!&: -/-lo:- cognate to suffix (2), forms verbs which signal use of an object or 
instrument to carry out an action, as in ma: put-la:- 'catch with a lasso'; mird-te:- 'carry on 
one's back'. 

3. -la-/-l9-/-lo- forms verbs which signal a constantly unfinished action, as in mu:-la- 
'carry water'; duUu-lo- 'scrape with a scraper'. 

4. -li;- forms verb stems to signal an action which repeats constantly: ogko-li:- *eat/feed 
on moss'; n&:ku-li:- 'store in a ware-house' (na:ku 'ware-house'). 

5. -m~/-Q- forms verbs which indicate making the object which is expressed in the base 
noun: $u:-g- 'make a house'; $a:pi-Q- 'make a boat' ($a:p 'boat'); kolobo-g- 'bake bread' 
(kolobo 'bread'). 

6. -ta-/-t9-/-to- forms verbs which signal the use or appropriation of the object signaled 
by the base noun, as in asi:-ta- 'have as a wife'; $u:-ta- 'live in a house, own a house*; 
garbi.-ta- 'have a name*. 

7. -mi;- forms verbs which signal a constant action which is directed at the base noun, as 
in ulu-mi:- 'hunt for squirrel'; olio-mi:- 'catch fish'. 

8. -ti:- forms verbs which indicate that the object signaled by the base noun is a source 
of food or nourishment: taj-ti:- 'drink tea'; oro-ti:- 'eat reindeer meat*. 

9. -Itu:- forms verbs which have the meaning of acquiring someone or thing: hute-ltu:- 
*have a child'; bar-i-ltu:- 'arm oneself with a gun'. 

10. -da: -/-da: -/-do:- {-ta:-/-te:-/-to:-} forms verbs in which the action is carried out by the 
object named in the base: baga-do:- 'cure with medicine*; mujolls-do:- 'embroider with 
hair from neck of reindeer'; $al-da:- 'think' (Sal from 'mind'). 

II. -mu:- forms verbs which signal the spread of the object's smell: ollo-mu:- 'smell 
fishy* 
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the system as having ten possible aspects and subaspects, or Aktionsarten, as summarized 
in Table 12: 7 

Table 12. Aspects and subaspects in Evenki 





Aspect 


Morpheme 


1. 


perfective 





2. 


imperfective 


-5a-/-3a-/-$o- {-ca-/-ca-/-co~} 


3. 


inceptive 


-sin- 


4. 


ingressive 


-1- 


5. 


stative 


-ca7-ca-/-co- 


6. 


durative 


-t- {-bi-} 


7. 


habitual 


-rjna-/-nna-/-nno- 


8. 


iterative 


-kta- 


9. 


repetitive 


-pat-/-pat-/-pot- {-pan-/-|Jan-/-pon-} 


10. 


quick action 


-ma:lca-/-m3:lc3-/-mo:lco- 


11. 


desideratives 


-mu:- and -ksa-/-ssa- 



Aspect suffixes follow those for voice but precede mood, tense, person and number 
suffixes. The imperfective and perfective aspects are considered the primary aspects; the 
remaining aspects can be considered sub-aspects or Aktionsarten which denote, to varying 
degrees, differences in the internal contour of the verbal action. Each of the subaspects 
combines with a particular syntactic or semantic category of verbs. A single verbal stem can 
take more than one subaspect suffix. For example, the ingressive (-/-) is often found in 
combination with other subaspects, such as the iterative, inceptive, durative, or habitual. 
These subaspects may also combine with aspect markers; they precede aspect suffixes. 

1. The perfective aspect is marked by a zero morpheme and is in binary opposition to 
the imperfective. The imperfective aspect is used to signal actions which are incomplete, 
on-going or continuous in time. The differences are illustrated in the following contrastive 
pair: 

(74a) or bin-It bi: $uga Jtote-r? girku-kta-$a-gki-p. 

this river-PROL 1SG in.summer many-time walk-A.ITR-IMPF-DPST-lSG 
'This summer I walked along the river many times.* 

(74b) ar bira-li: bi: juga girku-kta-0-Qkip. 

this river-PROL l SG in.summer walk-A.ITR-PF-DPST- 1 SG 
'This summer I walked along the river.* 

The difference between the imperfective and the perfective in these is examples is that the 
imperfective highlights the repetition of the action. 

' As Nedjalkov (1992) points out, not all suffixes that arc traditionally categorized as aspectual are 
necessarily such: many are non-obligatory and could arguably be considered semantic, not grammatical 
categories. Nonetheless, the suffixes presented here all occur in the aspect "slot" of the verb. 

Nedjalkov (1997:246-56) provides different labels for some of these aspects. Our own terminology 
differs in an effort to provide English labels which more precisely correspond to the traditional Russian 
labels, and to capture the primary meaning of the subaspect (In some cases Nedjalkov's label captures a 
secondary meaning more precisely, as in the case of the inceptive sub-aspect, which he calls a semelfactive.) 
In order to avoid terminological confusion, we will summarize these here: sovershennyj = perfective (IN 
perfect); nesoversktnnyj = imperfective; mnogkratnyj = iterative (IN dispersive); obycknyj = habitual; 
povtornyj = repetitive (IN: iterative); prodolzhennyj = durative (IN: distributive); sostojanija - stative (IN: 
resultative/stative); nachinatel'nyj - ingressive; isxodnyj = inceptive (IN: semelfactive). 
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8.0 Exclamations 

Exclamations in Evenki are of two types. There are a number of uninflected particles which 
function to express a variety of subjective or emotional states, such as surprise, fear, 
happiness, and so on. As the examples show, some of these are used in specific situations. 
Exclamatory forms can also created from nominal and verbal bases; see 1-5. These 
function as independent clauses. The most frequently use exclamatory particles are: 



SURPRISE 


ka\ 


'well!' 




s*\ 


'well!' 




o\ 


•oh!' 




ojo\ 


'oh!' 


DISAPPOINTMENT 


o:-&\ 


'what!' 




pal 


(for disappointment or surprise) 


TOADOG 


&! 


'away!* 


CALLING A DEER 


ma\ 


'here!' 



A number of productive exclamatory affixes are productive; these strengthen or 
reinforce the illocutionary force of the exclamation: 

1 . -e: This suffix is used with nominal stems. It signals a high degree of an 
undesirable state or condition: 

itfine:\ *oh, how cold!' &pire:\ 'how noisy!' 

hipine'A 'how upsetting!* ma£are:\ 'how fat!' 

2. -ma:-mo: Used with verbal stems, exclamations of this type signal a high degree of 
the state which results from the performance of the action: 

a:ma:\ 'oh, so sleepy!' $amo:\ 'so hungry!* 

ddtvmo:\ *oh, so tired!' tplumo:\ 'how scary!' 

3. -a:/-9:/~o: 

haktira:\ 'It's so dark!' hako.l 'It's so hot!* 

4. -fise: 

olopse: ! (fright) gatepse: ! 'how frightening ! * 

5. -ma:p:/tti9:J9: 

i£amd:j9:\ 'how awful to look at!* (from i6a~ 'look') 

9.0 Syntax 

9.1 Word order and general syntactic typology 

Evenki is an agglutinating language with a nominative-accusative case system and SOV 
word order. The subject is in the nominative case and usually stands in the beginning of the 
clause, the predicate at the end, and modifiers precede the head, indirect object precedes the 
direct object, and temporal and spatial adjuncts are most generally in clause-initial position 
When there are two such adjuncts, the temporal adjunct will be clause-initial, and the other 
will be either before the predicate, or after the direct object. This is schematized as: 

[temporal/spatial] — [subject] — [oblique object] — [direct object] — [manner adverbial] — [predicate] 

This basic word order is illustrated in (148): 
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(148) atiQan-ma:-n girki-p Jteta gufaji-pdu-l-ps 
year-EVAL-3SG friend-POSS. I SG many beautiful-ADJ-PL-ACC 
jiok9:~l-fiQ aja-t bulta:-ra-n. 

sable-PL-ACC good-ADV hunt-iMPF-3SG 

"This year my friend hunted well, [getting] many beautiful sables/ 

As a general rule, few sentences include all the constituents given here. In colloquial 
Evenki, word order may change depending upon topical structure and the nature of the 
discourse. 

In questions, interrogative words (pronouns, adverbs, and so on) most usually stand in 
first position: 

(149) i:-te: kupaka:-r tvksa-$a-ra! 
where-LOC child-PL run-IMPF-AOR 
'Where are the children running to?' 

(150) o.kin jfa-i-tt mk-tula; nulgi-frQ3:~tin? 
when relative-PL-POSS.lPLin 1PL-LOC wander-FUT. 1-3PL 
'When will our relatives come visit us?* 

Responses to questions normally begin with the comment, i.e., the specific answer to the 
question. In (151), this commentfresponse is underlined: 

(151) i:du: $uga si: bi-fa-s? 
where-DAT summer 2SG be-PST-2SG 
iu:-du:-pi: $uga bi: 6i-da;-p. 
house-DAT-REFL summer 1SG be-PST- 1SG 
'Where were you in the summer?* 

'I was at home in the summer/ 

In colloquial speech, the topic is usually elided, and only the comment is given. In (15 1), 
for example, responses such as $u:-du:-pi: to-c>.*-p '[I] was at home* or simply $u:-du:- 
pi:. 'at home' would be appropriate. 

In the imperative, word order is VO, with the predicate taking first position: 

( 1 52) gane-kallu bira-la: ! 

go-IMPR.2PL river-LOC "Go to the river!" 

If there is a term of address or vocative in the imperative, or manner adverbials, then they 
take first position: 

(153) huto, bstet-koll aja-t hapal-kallu\ 
child help-lMPR.2SG good-ADV work-lMPR.2PL 
"Child, help!" "Work well!" 

9.3 Subordination and parataxis 

In Evenki, like constituents can be joined paratactically. These may be linked simply 
through juxtaposition, or particles may be used. Example (154) illustrates basic parataxis, 
which is very typical of Evenki syntax: 

(154) pama-ha:l~ba t*i:-r3-& $ir~r*~p, tr/i-3-p, 
female.deer-PL-ACC tie-AQR-lSG milk-AOR-iSG let.go-AOR-i$G 
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